As a founding member of the World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT), the Occupational Therapy Association of South Africa is honoured to be co-hosting the 17th WFOT Congress in Cape Town, South Africa, from 21-25 May 2018. It marks an historic moment, as the first WFOT Congress to be held on the African continent. The congress theme, Connected in diversity: positioned for impact, will address key international areas, including social and occupational injustice and health and well-being. The theme acknowledges the multiple interpretations and inter-connectedness of occupational therapy in relation to human relationships and human occupation.
As occupational therapy perspectives continue to evolve internationally, and especially in the Global South, new directions for research and practice are emerging. Developments grounded in critical perspectives are increasingly creating spaces for reflexivity and dialogue. The WFOT 2018 Congress provides an international platform to further theorise about human occupation and investigate the ways in which it 'has translated into research, practice and curricula reform' (Ramugondo et al., 2015: 1) . The WFOT 2018 team acknowledges the financial constraints, and also the consequences of language barriers that exist in accessing and attending the congress. With this in mind we are exploring having keynote addresses available via podcast. And, recognising that congress participation may in itself be viewed as a collective occupation (Ramugondo and Kronenberg, 2015) , the WFOT 2018 team aspires to further promote access to the congress through presentations reflecting issues relevant to diverse contexts.
The Congress programme affords opportunities for delegates to discuss research and practice issues relating to human occupation in context and the roles of occupational therapy and its partners in shaping participation in societies. Together with exploring the impact of practice and research and processes of engagement, it provides the opportunity to examine and celebrate the profession's positions in interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary education, research and practice. While occupational therapy in South Africa, and in many African countries, has Eurocentric origins, the profession is increasingly being repositioned through contextually relevant research and practice. Illustrative of this is the development and translation of occupational science and interdisciplinary theories into the occupation-based community development framework developed in South Africa (Galvaan and Peters, 2017) . Similarly, an appreciation of the burden of caregiving for persons with dementia living in rural contexts has highlighted key aspects of occupational therapy's contributions to advocacy (Gurayah, 2015) ; and research on spirituality as an integral component of occupational therapy education has revealed that guidelines to support partnerships between occupational therapists and clients could shape therapists understandings of client's spiritual needs (Mthembu et al., 2016) .
The Occupational Therapy Africa Regional Group represents occupational therapy in Africa. It was founded in 1996 with nine member countries and currently includes 17 countries. This increase reflects the growth of education programmes and research in Africa. It also signals opportunities for collaboration and generating new or shared understandings in the profession as informed by African perspectives. Developments in occupational therapy in Africa have involved confronting issues of social inequality, poverty and violence. The forum at WFOT 2018 will allow for international exchange of the underlying ideas, philosophies and theories informing this scholarship and practice. We hope this will inform possible directions for occupational therapy and occupational science in response to debates relevant to global social and political issues.
If you are interested in knowing more about or attending WFOT 2018, please visit the WFOT Congress web page at http://www.wfotcongress.org. The closing date for abstracts is 4 May 2017.
